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For Immediate Release: August 24, 2007

Contact: Kathy Schock at 360-582-9848


   kathy@sequimeducationfoundation.org
To: Sequim Gazette, Peninsula Daily News

SEF Grant Buys Books for New Sequim Teachers
(Photo attached)

Photo Caption:  Pictured above are (L to R) Katie Gilles, SEF Grant Committee Chair; Joe Younger, a new Sequim High School Language Arts teacher; and Bonnie Bless-Boenish and Martha Rudersdorf, Sequim School District mentors.  Ms. Boenish is shown presenting Mr. Younger one of the books purchased by the SEF grant presented at the SEF-sponsored “dress down” new teacher luncheon.
The Sequim Education Foundation this week awarded a $624.50 grant to purchase reference books for fifteen new teachers recently hired in Sequim School District.  SEF provided books for the new teacher program last year, and 90% of those who participated agreed that they were very helpful and recommended the books be given to new teachers again this year.  

Last week, the newly hired teachers met with school administrators and district mentors Martha Rudersdorf and Bonnie Bless-Boenish. In addition to welcoming the new teachers to Sequim, the mentors are helping them transition into their new positions by sharing the vision, policies and procedures, and professional development currently being implemented in the district.  Books purchased by SEF for each new teacher included one on non-verbal classroom management and another on formative assessment. The three-day new teachers orientation program is just the beginning of a year of on-going support for new certificated staff which includes a building support mentor, classroom visitations, and monthly meetings to discuss topics including lesson planning, assessment, communicating with families and effective teaching strategies.   

SEF president Dick Hughes stated, “The Foundation is in favor of the school district’s professional development program because a better trained teaching staff provides far-reaching benefits for Sequim students”.  Ms. Boenish went on to say, “We couldn’t support the new teachers to this extent without your (SEF) support”.  
The Sequim Education Foundation is a non-profit public charity established to benefit students, teachers, and schools located in the Sequim School District.  An unpaid volunteer Board of Directors manages the Foundation. Additional information may be found at www.sequimeducationfoundation.org.
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